UNIVERSITY

#GUELPH

DEPARTMENT OF
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Credit Weighting: 1.0 Pre-/Co-Requisites: Restrictions:
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Name: Evren Altinkas
Email: aitinka@uoguelph.ca

Office Location: \;,cyinnon Extension 1001

GENERAL DETAILS

The course is designed as an introduction to international relations in the Middle East. The course will focus both on the theories of
international relations and on specific case studies in the region. Students are not expected to have previous knowledge of the Middle
East. For those students who do not have any background in international relations, we will be reviewing all theories in class.

While reviewing the key events and actors, students will also critically examine traditional theories of international relations, questioning
the degree to which they can help us understand international relations in the region, and evaluate alternative theoretical approaches to
international relations in the region.

In this course, the students will form groups of 3 at the beginning of semester, each group representing a major country in the region. One
member of the group will be acting as the Foreign Affairs Minister, one as the President/Prime Minister and one as the Minister of
Defense of that specific country. Each group will start to conduct their research as soon as the semester begins and they will be
discussing the topic covered each week according to the position of the country they represent.

LEARNING OBIJECTIVES

Students in this course will:

« Understand the primary dynamics, events and actors in international relations in the Middle East
« Evaluate and critique traditional and alternative approaches to studying IR in the Middle East
 Apply traditional theories and alternative approaches in IR to case studies, including Lebanon, Palestinian Authority, Kurds, Israel, Syria
and Turkey.

Skills-Based Learning

Through classroom activities, including the weekly discussions, and assignments, students will:

« advance their critical thinking

 improve their writing skills

 improve their communication skills

« develop professional skills such as team-work skills, leadership skills and ethical behavior

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

Analytical Paper. Due February 23, 2021. Worth 25 %
Group Country Report. Due March 30, 2021. Worth 20%
Individual Reflection. Due April 12, 2021. Worth 25%
Group Presentation. Worth 15% of final grade.

Class Participation. Worth 15 % of final grade.

REQUIRED READING
* Louise Fawcett, ed. International Relations of the Middle East, FOURTH EDITION, (Oxford University Press, 2016).
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