POLS*6630: Approaches to Public Policy

CALENDAR INFORMATION
This course introduces students to the main theoretical approaches utilized in understanding public policy
making and outcomes. Throughout the course, particular attention is paid to varying conceptions of institutions,
ideas and interest and the role of these conceptions in various explanations of policy change and stasis.

Credit Weighting: 0.5

Pre-/Co-Requisites:

Restrictions:

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Name: Dave Snow
Email: snow@uoguelph.ca
Office Location: MacKinnon 534 (office hours held virtually)

GENERAL DETAILS
This course introduces students to theories of and approaches to public policy, with a particular focus on how
and why state officials perceive and respond to pressing issues. The readings combine older foundational
articles and chapters with recent theoretical developments, and each week will include at least one reading
where scholars apply these theories to specific policy fields. The course pays particular attention to different
conceptions of institutions, ideas, and interests, and the role of these conceptions in explaining policy change
and stasis. The focus will be comparative, with an emphasis on Canada.
The goal of this course is to draw together these various theories and approaches to enable students to
approach the study of public policy in a coherent and comprehensive manner from within the discipline of
political science. By the end of the course, students should be able to use their theoretical base to better
understand numerous aspects of the policymaking process in Canada and comparatively.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
This course will contribute to each of the Department of Political Science’s five learning outcomes: critical and creative thinking, literacy,
communicating, global understanding, and professional and ethical behaviour. Critical and creative thinking skills will be developed by
applying knowledge of the approaches to public policy to weekly controversies within Canadian and comparative politics. Literacy will
be improved by frequent written assignments and by the instructor’s written feedback on those assignments. Communicating will be
improved through a strong focus on in-class activities and group discussion. Studying the role of policymaking in various national,
provincial, and comparative jurisdictions will enhance students’ global understanding of similarities and differences. Finally, professional
and ethical behaviour will be fostered through seminars and activities that focus on teamwork, thoughtful inquiry, and understanding of
diverse perspectives.
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COURSE FORMAT
This class will be held face-to-face (F2F). Lectures will NOT be recorded or livestreamed.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Discussion and In-Class Participation (cumulative) 20%
Individual Presentations (leading seminars) 20%
Weekly Reading Responses (8 x 5%) 40%
Take-Home Exam 20%

REQUIRED READING
Weible, Christopher M and Paul A. Sabatier. 2018. Theories of the Policy Process. Fourth Edition. Boulder, CO:
Westview Press.
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