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GENERAL DETAILS
Theories and Problems in International Relations (POLS 4720 and POLS6580)

This Honours and MA level seminar series focuses on contemporary developments in IR theory. IR is a vast field of study, with dozens of
journals and thousands of books approaching key issues from myriad perspectives. The purpose of this course is NOT to provide an
exhaustive overview and representative sampling of the entire discipline but rather to focus on some interesting and relevant questions in
IR, amenable to class discussion and debate. This course will be based around seminar presentations and discussion, with a week of
group debate. The emphasis will be on examining primary sources and highlighting points of convergence and divergence in the
discipline. Many of the readings have been written against the backdrop of the global economic downturn, COVID 19, the erosion of US
primacy, and the war in Ukraine. Each week will be devoted to a central research question, with authors taking different perspectives on
the issue.

LEARNING OBIJECTIVES

Learning objectives include honing critical and analytical skills when exploring issues in global politics, improved speaking and writing
skills, and the creation of a video essay. Students will present a 6.4 minute oral presentation in the form of a debate on a choice of topics
at the back of the Reading List. This will take the form of a PechaKucha, a 6 minute and 40 second PowerPaint slide presentation (20
slides each lasting 20 seconds). Instead of a written essay you will produce a video of about 10 minutes + a 1,200 word written discussion
for 4720 (2,500 words for 6580) of what this video is about and what you are trying to show. Some training will be provided.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

Course Assessment

1. 40% Participation and preparation: doing your readings per week, submitting your weekly notes on 3 for 4th year, 4 for MA, doing
article presentations, and taking an active role in class discussion.

2. 10% PechaKucha debate presentation.

3. 30% Video essay and written discussion: 10 minute video essay and 1,200 word discussion of the topic for POLS4720 (2,500 words for
POLS6580) due Friday 12 November by 11:59 pm. We will create a special way for you to upload these large files.

4. 20% take home exam — two questions for 4th year, three for MA.

REQUIRED READING

There is no assigned textbook as we will do weekly readings from PDF articles and book chapters. However there are two free online
textbooks that may be helpful for those needed a refresher. McGlinchey, Walters and Scheinpflug (editors), International Relations Theory
(2017)
https://www.e-ir.info/publication/international-relations-theory/
Stephen McGlinchey (editor), International Relations (2017)
httns:/Mmnnw e-ir infa/niihlication/heninners-texthnnk-internatinnal-relations/\
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