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GENERAL DETAILS

Welcome to POLS 4340. This course considers various perspectives on political development. Special
attention is paid to the links between nationalism, identity and state building in its many dimensions and
conceptions. In previous years, students have been exposed to an eclectic mix of ideas including the impact of
war, colonialism, sport, and technology in advancing development. Various ideas concerning identity, gender,
nationalism, and ethnicity will also be examined. This course has demanding reading, writing, and participation
components. Students should ensure that they are suited to engaging in each component enthusiastically.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1) To expose student to a variety of different and often competing perspectives on issues of identity and development.

2) To confront contradictory ideas and dilemmas regarding political development and reconcile them in class discussion and in written
essays.

3) To develop student writing skills over the course of several short papers.
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COURSE FORMAT
In-person seminar

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

There are three methods of assessment for this course:

(1) Students will be required to prepare and submit three short essays which are based on the course materials.
More information will be provided regarding the paper assignments early in the term. Essay #1: 20%; Essay #2:
25%; Essay #3: 35%

(2) Students will be required to complete weekly short quizzes during the term. The quizzes will be based on the
readings for that week: 10%

(3) There is a significant participation grade for this course:10%

REQUIRED READING

There is no textbook for this course. Students will have access to course materials through the Course Reserve
link on the University of Guelph website. This course is a full credit and, accordingly, has a demanding reading
and writing component. Students should also be aware that this is not a lecture course. Consequently, students
are expected to come to class having read the course materials and prepared to discuss them. Students can
expect to be called upon during each class and, in turn, will be expected to offer informed perspectives on the
readinas.
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