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	Course Code and Name: POLS*4090  Seminar in Digital Politics
	Calendar Description: This seminar provides an analysis of the use of the internet and social media in politics. It explores the ways in which digital technologies are changing politics, both theoretically and in current practice, and examines how individuals and institutions in Canada and internationally employ digital technologies as a part of political practice.
	Credit Weighting: 1.0
	Pre-/Co-Requisites: 12.50 credits including 5.00 credits in Political Science  
	Restrictions: N/A
	Professor Name: Tamara A. Small
	Professor Email: t.small@uoguelph.ca
	Professor Office Location: 533 MCKN
	General Course Details: This course considers the following questions:
· How are digital technologies currently being employed in democratic and non-democratic politics?
· To what extent are electoral, advocacy, governance and news-making practices changing in relation to the use of the digital technologies?
· Will digital technologies improve the quality of democracy, hinder it or have no effect?
· In what ways does the digital technologies expand or diminish the power/role of the citizen?

 


	Learning Objectives: Besides helping you to understanding about the impact of digital technology on politics and government, you will develop a number of skills, including 
·       critically evaluating published research and its supporting evidence,
·       reading, understanding, and critically evaluating quantitative and qualitative research,
·       improved presentation and public speaking skills,
·       improved reading comprehension and writing skills.

	Course Format: This course will operates as an in-person seminar, consequently, students are expected to participate actively in class. Only occasionally will there be lectures. Seminars will not be recorded or live streamed.

This is a 1.00 credit - weighted research and writing intensive seminar courses.    
	Method of Assessment: May include:
•	short written assignment related to the readings
•	participation
•	group presentation
•	research paper
•	final examination 
	Required Reading: Small, Tamara A., and Harold J. Jansen, eds. 2020. Digital Politics in Canada: Promises and Realities. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 

All other readings are available electronically in the Ares Course Reserves System at the Library (CourseLink). You are expected to read all assigned readings and have access to them during seminar.



