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“To deny people their human rights is to challenge their very humanity.” Nelson Mandela

What do we mean by “Human rights”? This course explores the historical antecedents of today’s international human rights law, focusing on the major
historical events that prompted the international community to take human rights seriously and establish internationally binding norms. The course
examines both the normative and procedural aspects of international human rights law by analyzing the foundational principles, its historical formation, and
the key sources that define and govern its global applicability. It delves into the human rights system at both the international and regional levels.
Additionally, we will engage with core areas of human rights, including the rights of women, children, and persons with disabilities (PWDs).

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

• Understand the foundations and evolution of international human rights law.
• Identify key actors and sources shaping human rights law and enforcement.
• Analyze mechanisms for accountability.
• Understand in detail selected core international human rights instruments.

• Essay- Group assignment
• Class participation
• Reflection paper- Individual assignment
• Final Exam
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