POLS*4050*02 Advanced Topics in Law and Politics: Int'l Law and Int'l Organizations
Credit Weighting: 1.0

Pre-/Co-Requisites:

Restrictions:

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Name: Dr. Mark Yaniszewski
Email: yanisze@uoguelph.ca
Office Location: MacKinnon 518
GENERAL DETAILS
This course explores international law and international governance. The first part of the course focuses on the mechanics of
international law. It covers topics such as the subjects of international law (i.e., juridical personality), the sources of international law (e.g.,
treaties and custom) the relationship between national and international law (in both Common Law and Legal code systems), claims to
jurisdiction (e.g., the territorial principle and the nationality principle), and the role of international courts (e.g., the International Court of
Justice).
Once this foundation is established, the course will apply these elements to the study of various issue areas. In 2020, the course will
mainly apply these foundational matters to various maritime disputes (e.g., the South China Sea, the North-West Passage).

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
The course is designed to help students take abstract principles of international law and apply them to real world cases. To that end,
classes will be organized along one of the following two lines. During the first few weeks, there will be a series of “foundational”
lecture-only classes (e.g., lectures on the mechanics of international law). And while informal discussions are welcomed — and
specifically encouraged — on these days, students will not be graded on their participation in these classes.
The second, more “applied,” part of the course will combine lectures and seminars. Depending on the topic, these classes will begin with
a 30 to 90 minute long introductory lecture by the instructor. Then, following a short break, the class will resume with student
presentations and directed discussions. These discussions, which allow students to apply the knowledge they have accumulated to real
world cases, will last at least one hour. During these discussions, all students (presenters and the class as a whole) will be graded on
their contributions.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
In-Class Test = 20%
Writing Assignment = 25%
Participation = 25%
Final Exam = 30%

REQUIRED READING
Phillip M. Saunders et al, Kindred's International Law: Chiefly as Interpreted and Applied in Canada, 9th Edition (Toronto: Emond
Publishing, 2019).
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