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	Course Code and Name: 
	Calendar Description: 
POLS*3710 Gender, Sexuality and the Law

This course explores the relationship between sexuality, gender and sexual orientation and critically analyzes their regulation and deregulation by state and non-state actors.
	Credit Weighting: 0.5
	Pre-/Co-Requisites: 1 of PHIL*2060, POLS*2000, POLS*2150, SOAN*2400  
	Restrictions: None
	Professor Name: Jordi Díez
	Professor Email: jdiez@uoguelph.ca
	Professor Office Location: MCKN 539
	General Course Details: This course introduces students to the politics surrounding the regulation of sexuality. It analyzes how the distribution of power in societies and political institutions determines how we understand sex, who is considered a sex agent and what types of sexual behaviour are legally and ethically acceptable. Special attention is given to the relationship among sex, gender and sexual orientation through  'heteronormativity." The course opens with some contextual lectures on the history of sexual regulation and introduces students to some critical approaches to the study of politics and sex. We then look at recent challenges to sexual regulation and a variety of specific topics such as prostitution, gay marriage and bio-politics. 
	Learning Objectives: - Understand the basic institutions and processes of government that regulate gender and  sexuality in Canada in a comparative perspective;

- Analyze and critically reflect on social and political trends and issues around gender and sexuality using a diverse range of theoretical perspectives and frameworks in political science;

- Evaluate power relations through the regulation of gender and sexuality and how those may be reflected or transformed by various governmental, legal, and societal institutions and actors;

- Continue to learn how to communicate effectively an argument, particularly in writing, using evidence and be able to understand and critically analyze arguments and evidentiary claims made by others based on qualitative data.  
	Course Format: Lecture
	Method of Assessment: -Mid-Term      25%
-Film Review  20%
-Essay            25%
-Final Exam   30%

	Required Reading: All readings on course reserve. 


