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	Course Code and Name: POLS*3410 U.S. Politics and Government
	Credit Weighting: 0.5
	Pre-/Co-Requisites: POLS*2100 or POLS*2300
	Restrictions: 
	Professor Name: David B MacDonald
	Professor Email: david.macdonald@uoguelph.ca
	Professor Office Location: 508 MACK
	General Course Details: The United States is a fascinating country, worthy of detailed study. Despite what seems to be a turn to more authoritarian times and the growing gap between rich and everyone else, the US has the world’s largest economy and military. It has the world’s oldest constitution and republican system, and is the western world’s most religious country. This course highlights both the strengths and weaknesses of the American model. Its foreign and domestic policies have a marked influence on Canada, from the price of housing and prescription drugs to our foreign policies. US politics and society also shape our own as a model and a cautionary warning. 
	Learning Objectives: The first half of the course deals primarily with domestic politics and American identity. The second half covers foreign policy from the Cold War to the Biden era and the recent midterm elections. Learning objectives include familiarizing students with the history of the United States and its political and economic institutions, while developing critical faculties to assess contemporary events in US politics.
	Method of Assessment: Final grade will be determined by a combination of: A 3,500 word essay on a choice of provided topics (40 percent)A group presentation and 1,800 word report (25 percent divided equally between the two assignments)An online final exam with three essay questions (35 percent). 
	Required Reading: Paula McClain and Steven Tauber, American Government in Black and White: Diversity and Democracy 5th Edition (Oxford University Press, 2021)George Herring, From Colony to Superpower: US Foreign Relations Since 1776 (Oxford University Press, 2008) 


