UNIVERSITY

#GUELPH

DEPARTMENT OF
POLITICAL SCIENCE

POLS 2230* Public Policy Winter 2023

Credit Weighting: 0.5 Pre-/Co-Requisites: 2.00 credits Restrictions: None
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Name: Nanita Mohan

Email: nmohan@uoguelph.ca
Office Location:

GENERAL DETAILS

The course introduces students to public policy, including the differences between applied and explanatory policy analyses within the
larger context of politics and government. Case studies of different policy areas are used to illustrate the challenges of developing,
implementing, and explaining policy in various (and often interrelated) contexts from the local to the global. The course is also structured
to introduce students to public policy and how it is generated, implemented, and evaluated. The final four units are designed to dig deeper
into four policy areas: Indigenous, Environmental, Social, and Drug policies.

LEARNING OBIJECTIVES

1. Describe how public policy studies fits within the field of political science;

2. Describe how public policy fits within the broader system of government (legislative, executive, judicial branches) and politics (ideology,
public opinion, parties and elections, interest group mobilization, etc.);

3. Select and apply theoretical approaches to policy problems and selected case studies using critical analysis;

4. Locate and analyze policy information from source documents and secondary literature;

5. Identify different challenges that policy issues pose to different actors (local, provincial, national, international); and

6. Distinguish between a more applied policy brief and a more theoretical policy analysis and identify the main arguments for each type of
analysis.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

Discussions 25%
Quizzes (3) 30%
Policy Critique OR Memorandum to Cabinet (Individual) 20%
Final Exam 25%

REQUIRED READING

Title: Public Policy in Canada: An Introduction
Author(s): Lydia Miljan

Edition / Year: 7th edition / 2017

Publisher: Oxford University Press

ISBN: 9780199025541
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