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CALENDAR INFORMATION
This course introduces students to competing approaches to gender and politics. Students will examine the
interrelationship of gender, politics and the state, focusing on its implications for political mobilization,
representation and participation, public policy, global gender issues in international relations, and cultural and
regional differences in gender politics. The course provides the student with the conceptual and analytical tools
for upper-year courses on politics in general and on gender, sexuality and politics in particular.

Credit Weighting: 0.5 Pre-/Co-Requisites: Restrictions:

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Name: Candace Johnson

Email: cajohnso@uoguelph.ca

Office Location: 511 MCKN

GENERAL DETAILS

At a time when countries like Canada and the United States are debating the full social and political inclusion of
transgender citizens at the same time that they are retrenching reproductive rights (namely, access to abortion),
the politics of gender become more critical to North American and global politics than they have ever been. In
order to understand the politics of who is fully included into social and political arrangements, who gets offered
full citizenship, and who is marginalized, it is necessary to examine the politics of gender and the ways in which
they often intersect with other vectors of inequality and identity, such as race, ethnicity, and (dis)ability. We will
examine these politics and intersections through the realms of political theory, public policy, political institutions,
court cases, current events, and popular culture.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:

Understand the ways in which gender is used as a concept in different fields of study in political science
Understand why and how gender is a contested concept

Identify the complexities of the politics of gender in theoretical and political terms

Employ gender, in its various meanings, to analyze political phenonema

Apply a gendered analysis in their own research project (TBD)
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COURSE FORMAT
This course will be taught in an interactive lecture format, face-to-face, three times per week (50 minutes each
lecture).

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
TBD

REQUIRED READING
Text: Gender and Political Theory, by Mary Hawkesworth, Polity Press, 2019.

Other: Articles and readings assigned and available on reserve in the library (through Ares).
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