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GENERAL DETAILS

Almost anything can be compared, and we compare and contrast every day. Comparativists are interested in solving puzzles and in
answering questions such as: why are some countries rich and some poor? How are rich and poor actually defined and why? Why do
some groups seem to be much better off than others in our society? What does democracy mean and is it a good system of government?
Why are some countries more prone to violence than others? Will governments work better if there is more racial, gender, and other
forms of diversity at the top? Was the French revolution more or less successful than the Haitian revolution? Why has COVID 19 had
such different impacts around the world? Not only is it important to know what to compare, we also need to understand how to compare,
and how to measure and make judgements about the world around us.

LEARNING OBIJECTIVES

This course will help you understand comparative methods and apply them to a wide range of different cases. This is an introductory
class so no prior knowledge of comparative politics is assumed. Learning objectives include familiarizing students with the basic theories
behind the discipline of comparative politics as a subfield of political science, as well as application of theory and concepts to a wide
range of cases. This includes the study of democracies and democratization, authoritarian regimes, different types of political and
electoral systems, and other perspectives such as culture, Indigenous peoples, gender, and race.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
There are only three modes of assessment in this class:

Weekly Quizzes (10 quizzes) 30%
Term Paper (2,000 words) 40%
Online Final Exam (3 days) 30%

REQUIRED READING

Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases, David B. MacDonald, J. Tyler Dickovick, and Jonathan Eastwood
(Oxford University Press Canada, 2020).
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