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GENERAL DETAILS

This course focuses on the study of courts from the discipline of political science with a focus on criminal justice. Part | of the course
focuses on judicial politics in general, covering such topics as judicial independence and accountability, judicial selection and judicial
decision-making. Part Il of the course focuses on the role of courts in the Canadian criminal justice system. This section of the course
builds on the themes and theories discussed in Part | and applies them to the issues of defining the scope and content of criminal law,
criminal trial process and the exclusion of evidence; and undertaking post-trial processes, particularly sentencing. In doing so, the course
attempts to explain and critically assess the role of courts in the criminal justice system and in the social and political systems more
broadly. Comparisons to judicial and criminal law processes in other countries will be made when appropriate.

Format: synchronous weekly seminar, some activities will be asynchronous.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
By the end of this course you should be able to:

* Analyze and evaluate the relationship between law and politics in Canada, and its effect on criminal justice policy, and the criminal trial
process

« Explain and assess the role the Constitution, courts, policymakers, and the public play in shaping criminal law and the criminal trial
process

« Recognize and evaluate the nature and scope of judicial power

« Conduct legal and public policy research, including reading and analyzing judicial decisions

« Communicate effectively in written and oral forms

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

Judicialization analysis paper 25%
Podcast analysis paper 30%
Seminar facilitation 20%

Seminar participation 15%

Online discussion participation 10%

REQUIRED READING
All readings available electronically.
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