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GENERAL DETAILS

This seminar course will explore the relationship between settler colonialism, Canadian law and Indigenous politics. Throughout the
course we will examine how Canadian law has developed as part of broader settler colonial processes linked to the expansion of the
Canadian settler state and the corresponding territorial dispossession of Indigenous peoples. We will also explore the potential of
Canadian law to affect change in the relationship between Indigenous peoples and the state by acting as a venue for the pursuit of
Indigenous rights recognition and reconciliation. Specific topics include: settler colonial theory, Section 35 jurisprudence, treaties, the duty
to consult, criminal justice policy, UNDRIP and the politics of reconciliation.

LEARNING OBIJECTIVES

By the end of the course, students will be in a position to discuss the following key themes:

» The ongoing impacts of foundational legal doctrines such as terra nullius and the doctrine of discovery in Indigenous politics;
« the role of the Canadian judicial system in defining and limiting the scope of Indigenous rights;

« the relationship between legal activism and Indigenous resurgence;

» Debates surrounding reconciliation as a framework for reforming Indigenous-state relations

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

Seminar Attendance and Participation 15%
Reading Responses 15%

Seminar Presentation 20%

Final Assignment 20%

Takehome Exam 30%

REQUIRED READING
Monchalin, L. (2016). The colonial problem: An Indigenous perspective on crime and injustice in Canada. University of Toronto Press.
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