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	Course Code and Name: POLS*4060 Advanced Lecture in Law and Politics
	Credit Weighting: 0.50
	Pre-/Co-Requisites: 1 of POLS*3020, 3130, 3140, 3350
	Restrictions: POLS*4050
	Professor Name: Mark Harding
	Professor Email: mark.harding@uoguelph.ca
	Professor Office Location: MCKN 546
	General Course Details: The Canadian Constitution is associated with terms like “fixed,” “entrenched,” and “rigid.” Attempts to formally amend the Canadian Constitution have been rare since the early 1990s. But the Constitution is far from unchanged since that time. Formal amendment is not the only avenue constitutional modification can take. There are other subtler modes constitutional change. The last few decades has seen a variety of constitutional development and change, and this course focuses on those instances. The course concerns political institutions and how they change, using the Canadian Constitution as a case study. 

Course topics include: 
• Theoretical accounts of institutional change
• Types constitutional rules and how they are enforced
• The constitutional foundations and limits of executive power
• The Supreme Court’s constitutional status
• The Senate’s changing role
• Leading cases by the Supreme Court of Canada over these matters. 
	Learning Objectives: By the end of the course, students should be able to effectively communicate, in both oral and written form, about these institutional debates and understand how the Canadian Constitution subtly changes over time. 

	Method of Assessment: Assessments may include:

Participation 
Reading response             
Mid-term test
Final paper  
Take home exam

	Required Reading: Macfarlane, Emmett, Constitutional Pariah: Reference re Senate Reform and the Future of Parliament. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 2021.

Additional readings, including articles, chapters, and online commentaries, will be on available through CourseLink.


