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GENERAL DETAILS

This course introduces students to the study of public policy from a Canadianist perspective. Students will learn foundational theories of
the policy process and apply them to understand contemporary issues in Canadian politics. Topics covered in the course include:
theoretical origins of policy analysis, models and theories of the policy process, contemporary issues in public policy, and critical
approaches focused on issues of class, race, gender and indigeneity. This course is lecture-based ( with no hybrid option). The
instructor’s role is to deliver weekly lectures covering course concepts. Students are required to complete all of the assigned readings
prior to lectures. They should also come prepared to discuss readings during weekly lectures and to evaluate the strengths and
weaknesses of different theories/concepts.

LEARNING OBIJECTIVES

By the end of the course, students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of:

» Theoretical perspectives of the policy process

* The relationship between different groups of political actors within the policy process
« Issues of democratic participation in policy-making

« The different techniques and processes of policy analysis

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

Tests 40% ( 2 tests x 20% each)
Analysis Paper 30%
Take Home Final Exam 30%

REQUIRED READING

Readings for the course are comprised of chapters from various textbooks and article, specifically from Understanding Public Policy:
Theories and Issues by Paul Cairney (Palgrave Macmillan) in addition to supplementary journal articles.
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