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	Course Code and Name: POLS 2650: Political Inquiry and Research Methods
	Credit Weighting: 0.5
	Pre-/Co-Requisites: 4.00 credits including POLS*1150
	Restrictions: 
	Professor Name: Edward Koning
	Professor Email: ekoning@uoguelph.ca
	Professor Office Location: MCKN 509
	General Course Details: Every day we hear statements about the political world from friends, family members, journalists, and politicians. More and more often, it can seem difficult to determine which of these statements are truthful and which ones are nonsense. Fortunately, political science offers a set of principles that can help us separate truth from fiction. These principles ensure that the claims of political scientists – unlike those your aunt might post on Facebook - observe rigid standards of research methods based on systematic and transparent investigation. This class offers an introduction to these research methods.

The class consists of three components. It starts with an overview of different philosophical perspectives on the conduct of social science in general and political science in particular. In this component, we will discuss whether it is possible to acquire ‘true knowledge’ about the political world around us, and if so, how we can best go about doing so. The course then moves to the basic logic of social inquiry and reviews the most important concepts in and components of empirical political analysis: causation, theorization, operationalization, measurement, and research design. The final part of the class discusses the three main methods political scientists use to collect their information: field research, interview techniques, and unobtrusive methods of data collection. 

	Learning Objectives: At the end of the course, successful students will be able to:

- Explain the difference between contrasting perspectives on truth, knowledge, and the conduct of social science
- Reason through the stages of a research project, in particular question formulation, theorization, operationalization, research design, case selection, and data collection
- Identify and evaluate the methodological choices in political science research
- Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of different methodological approaches

	Method of Assessment: Most of your weeks will follow a  similar schedule. The expectation is that you watch two lectures, review about two chapters of readings, and answer a short number of questions as part of a weekly seminar activity. In addition, on three occasions you will be required to take an online quiz, and there will be a take-home exam and term paper at the end of the semester. Each week, you can decide to join an online discussion in case you want to ask questions or discuss any of the course material, and/or join an online seminar discussion in case you would like to ask questions or talk more about the seminar activities in particular. Your final grade will be determined by four components: seminar activities (20 percent), term paper (25 percent), online quizzes (30 percent), and take-home exam (25 percent).
	Required Reading: The readings will consist of a custom text that combines material from three different textbooks (Berdahl & Archer, 2015, Explorations; Bryman, Bell & Teevan, 2019, Social Research Methods; and Halperin & Heath, 2019, Political Research). More information on this text will be available soon.


