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GENERAL DETAILS

This is the recommended introductory course for students intending to pursue a specialization in Political Science. An introduction to the
basic concepts of politics, such as liberty, equality, social justice, constitutionalism, sovereignty, federalism, parliamentary versus
presidential government. The course will emphasize the meaning and use of these terms within Canada in the context of other political
systems. You will be introduced to the many concepts that inform the discipline of Political Science. These include how people
understand and organize the political world through concepts like authority and power, ideology, globalization, the role of media, social
movements, immigration and many more. These ideas are fundamental building blocks of political science and are critical to more
advanced courses in the discipline. They permit students to begin moving beyond statements of political belief/opinion to developing
informed arguments about politics. This course is a hybrid course divided into three components: lecture, online material and seminars.

LEARNING OBIJECTIVES

By the end of this course, you should be able to:

1. Identify and describe the historical origins of contemporary political actors, institutions, and systems, as well as the broader historical
context of current political issues and debates;

2. Recognize and apply key political concepts to historical and current political issues;

3. Apply the disciplinary lens of political science to examine the application of power and authority;

4. Locate, select and critically evaluate information from academic and non-academic literature in the discipline of political science to
recognize an informed argument;

5. Construct and present/communicate an informed argument that is clearly articulated, coherent, and supported with academically
credible resources;

6. Recognize research issue and formulate a good research question; and

7. Recognize the difference between qualitative and quantitative data.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

Online Discussions 15%
Seminar Participation 25%
Research Papers 20%
Module Quizzes 15%
Final Exam 25%

REQUIRED READING

Title: Custom Introduction to Politics 1150 (CDN. ED.)
Author(s): Garner et al.

Year: 2022

Publisher: Oxford University Press - Custom

ISBN: 9780190169992.
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